
RSVP W I N S ONE  AWA R D 

RSVP Tulsa was honored as a finalist in the Seniors category dur-
ing the  April 24, 2010 Oklahoma Nonprofit Excellence (ONE) 
awards gala presented by the Oklahoma Center for Nonprofits .  

This award provides a unique venue to acknowledge the non-
profit sector and its accomplishments while rewarding the win-
ning nonprofits with monetary prizes and statewide recognition. 
 

This year, the third year for the awards, a field of more than 
18,000 nonprofits statewide was narrowed down to 27 finalists 
(three finalists in each of nine separate categories). The winners 
in each category received $7500. and each finalist received $5000. One of the nine category winners, 
Mental Health Association of Tulsa, Inc., was selected as the overall winner  receiving  $10,000.  
 

What makes this award different, and even more special,  is that honorees do not apply for the 
awards but are nominated and selected by a committee chosen for this purpose. After an organiza-
tion is nominated  they then submit an application demonstrating how they achieve excellence eve-
ryday in the work they do.  
 

!ǎ .ƛƭƭ wΦ aŎYŀƳŜȅΣ ōƻŀǊŘ ŎƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hƪƭŀƘƻƳŀ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ bƻƴǇǊƻŦƛǘǎΣ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘΣ ά 5ƻƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ 
with less is what nearly all of us have been faced with in these challenging times. Only for nonprofits, 
closing their doors is not an option; for many are the last beacon of hope for 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŜǊǾŜΦέ  
 

RSVP programming enhances the ability of nonprofit partners to boost their 
volunteer pool and stretch resources  The RSVP mission promotes seniors as a 
resource for the community.  As RSVP board president, Barbara Mishler put 
it ,ά.ŜƛƴƎ ŀ Ŧƛƴŀƭƛǎǘ of the Oklahoma Nonprofit Excellence (ONE) Awards pro-
vides much deserved recognition to the dedicated staff of the RSVP.  This 
award will increase awareness of the opportunities available to the vast num-
ber of potential volunteers age 55 and over in Tulsa and surrounding countiesέΦ 

RSVP combines the experience, knowledge, time and talent of volunteers with  

special program collaborations and volunteer assignments. 
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PL A N T I N G M E M O R I E S  

As we approach our 40th year of 
operations in July 2011, we are 
proud to showcase volunteers 
and programming that have 
made an impact in communities.  
We were honored to be among 
27 nonprofits recognized with a 
statewide award for excellence in 
agency management.  I appreci-
ate the efforts of The OK Center 
for Nonprofits in developing this 
recognition as it motivates our 
staff and board to continue to 
dedicate our mission and opera-
tions to serving volunteers and 
our agency partners.  You will 
read about a volunteer honored 
at the state level and the work of 
volunteers in school settings.  

These are just a few examples of 
how RSVP volunteers are connect-
ing their talents and time to ad-
dress local needs.  As we review 
activity in 2009, volunteers served 
271,000 hours, filling over 2200 
volunteer positions for agencies in 
Public Safety, Education, Health 
Services, Human Needs, Commu-
nity and Economic Development 
and the Environment.  We look for-
ward to 2010 being another ban-
ner year in volunteer service and 
recruitment.  We would value your 
support as a volunteer, agency 
partner, and donor to RSVP.  
Please join us at Denim to Dia-
monds on July 10 and party the 
night away at the Hard Rock Hotel.  
See you there! 
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FR O M   E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R CL A U D I A  M E I L I N G  Mission ð  

RSVP matches the  

talents and interests of vol-
unteers 55 and over with 
meaningful efforts that en-
hance the quality of our 

community. 
 

Staff 

Executive Director 

    Claudia Meiling 
 

Community Relations & 

        Special Events Manager  

     Betty Groth 
 

Director of Volunteers 

     Sherry Clark 
 

Coordinator of Volunteer  

    Services 

     Gary Ann Tomkalski 
 

Office & Projects Manager 

     Diana Askins 
 

Records Clerk 

     Jerry Casey 
 

Creek County 

  Coordinatorð  

        LaFaune Krampf 
 

Wagoner County 

 CoordinatorðDiana Cooper 
 

Washington County 

  CoordinatorðAnn Dougherty 

Lanier Elementary School students spent a Fri-
day morning beautifying a small corner of their 
world by planting impatiens, petunias and 
creeping jenny. They decided to try to bring 
smiles to students and teachers alike by plant-
ing on either side of the entry stairs.  

RSVP has been paired with Lanier since 1996 as 
part of the Partners in Education program. When then  RSVP board 
president Jerry Massegee passed away last 
year, the RSVP board decided to honor his 
memory by involving the students at Lanier 
in a gardening project. Teacher Brenda 
aŀƎƴǳǎǎƻƴΩǎ ǘǿƻ рǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ  ǿŜǊŜ 
ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ  Řƻ ǎƻƳŜ  ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎΦ aǎΦ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ 
first grade class also got their hands in the 
dirt. RSVP volunteer Holly Rosser helped 
with the planting  and gave the children 
some gardening pointers.  The goal is for 
this program to continue through the next 
school year.  

Welcome to Betty Groth our 
new Community Relations 
and Special Events Manager.  
.ŜǘǘȅΩǎ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
non-profit sector includes 
Cystic  Fibrosis Foundation, 
American Heart Association 
and MADD.  

Jerry Massegee 

Volunteer Holly Rosser and Lanier 
students planting a garden 



RSVP Wagoner County Programs touch childrenôs lives-- 

It is busy all year long with RSVP programs in Wagoner County. The  end of the school year brought celebrations 
for two RSVP programs τ  the Grandparents program and the Pen Pals program. Teachers at Ellington Elemen-
ǘŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ΨƎǊŀƴŘǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ǘƻ ŀ ƭǳƴŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƳŀŘŜ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ¸ƻǳ ŎŀǊŘǎΦ  

-Grandparents is a program composed of seniors from Yorkshire Village, Wagoner Senior Center and other inter-
ested seniors who spend time in the classroom with kindergarteners throughout the school year, including  

having lunch with them.  

-The Pen Pals are third-graders and RSVP volunteers who exchange letters during the 
school year. The third-graders sent their class pictures to their pen pals and received 
some school pictures back from an earlier time. The pen pals got together in May at 
school to share ice cream, photos and hugs. Teachers have attributed improved  

writing skills to this program.  

-The Wagoner County RSVP has had Vintage Wagoner t-shirts made featuring the Cobb building (American Bank) 
built in 1895. They are being sold for $18.00 each and proceeds from the sale of the shirts will help fund presents 
for seniors who are adopted from Angel Trees at Christmas.  

-Oklahoma Healthcare Solutions and RSVP partner to sponsor health fairs each year at Yorkshire Village and the 
Okay Senior Center. 

-The Nifty Needlers are busy all year long working toward cold weather gifts of caps for seniors from the Angel 
¢ǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ ƪƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ  ƘŀƴŘƳŀŘŜ ǎƘŀƳǊƻŎƪǎ ƻƴ {ǘΦ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ 5ŀȅ 
 

Learn about RSVP programs in Washington and Creek Counties in upcoming issues.    

D E N I M  T O  D I A M O N D S       J U LY  1 0 T H  
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The 2010 Denim to Diamonds gala will be held at the Hard Rock Hotel and Casino on July 10th.   
w{±t ƛǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ IƻƴƻǊŀǊȅ /ƘŀƛǊ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛǎ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ .ŀǊǘƭŜǘǘΦ   ¢ƘŜ  
evening made up of spirited silent, dessert and live auctions will  include dinner and live  
entertainment  by Jon Glazer.  The highlight throughout the night is the silent auction.   
 

A preview of auction items includes; X-¢ǊŜƳŜ 9ƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ {ŎƻƻǘŜǊϰΣ ŀ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǇƛƭƻǘŜŘ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ ¢ǳƭǎŀ ǎƛƎƘǘǎŜŜƛƴƎ 
trip, golf packages, a precious puppy, wonderful collections of wine, massages, facials, autographed books from 
William Bernhardt, hotel accommodations at Hard Rock Hotel & Casino, Inn at Woodward Park, Homewood 
{ǳƛǘŜǎ ōȅ IƛƭǘƻƴΣ ŀ DŜǘŀǿŀȅ ŀǘ ¢ŀǘŀƴƪŀ wŀƴŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƛƴƛƴƎ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜǎ  όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ .ƻƴŜŦƛǎƘΣ /ŜƭŜōǊƛǘȅΣ 5ƻŜΩǎΣ ¢ƻōȅ 
YŜƛǘƘΩǎ L [ƻǾŜ ¢Ƙƛǎ .ŀǊ ϧ DǊƛƭƭύΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ Řŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪΣ ƧŜǿŜƭǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜΦ 
 

A Thank You to our sponsors to date: Presenting Sponsor - George Kaiser Family Foundation, Host Title Sponsor 
-  Hard Rock Hotel & Casino, Official Airline Sponsor - American Airlines and Cartier Sponsor - ONEOK.  2010 

sponsors also include Bank of Oklahoma, Burgundy Place and Woodland Terrace, 
Eller and Detrich, The Gelvin Foundation, Lou & Connie Miller Charitable Foundation, 
Omni Air International, Helmerich & Payne Inc., Indian Health Care Resource Center, 
American Parking, Arkansas Valley Bank, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Oklahoma, Mr. & 
Mrs. Joseph Efird, Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation, Suanne M.  
Wymer, Bruce and Karen Burns. 
 

Tickets are $80 each with sponsorship levels available from $275 to $5000.  For more 
information on the event, tickets or sponsorship opportunities, please call Betty Groth 
280-8656 or email betty@rsvptulsa.org.       

                 Deadline for reservations - Tuesday, July 6th. 

Denim to Diamonds committee 
members -Connie Doverspike, 
Alexis Higgins, Barbara Mishler 
and JeanE Bailie 
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On April 22, 2010 the Oklahoma Department of Human Services 
held the State Volunteer Awards Ceremony in Oklahoma City. 
hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘǎ ǿŀǎ w{±t ¢ǳƭǎŀΩǎ aŀǊȅ {ŎƘŀǳƳΦ 
 

Mary is constantly on the go. You might find her at the Tulsa In-
ternational Airport as an Airport Ambassador; at the Community 

Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma as-
sembling backpacks for the Food for 
Kids program; at Oklahoma Special 
Olympics working on monthly mail-
ƛƴƎǎΤ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ w{±tΩǎ !-Team on 
a project; then back to the Food 
Bank in the kitchen preparing and 
preserving fresh food donations. 
Kate Pelizzoni, volunteer coordinator 
for the Food Bank, put it succinctly; 
άL ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎŀƛŘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 
ŎƭƻƴŜ aŀǊȅ ŀǎ ŀ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊέ 

Howard Hendrick, OKDHS Director, 
presents Mary Schaum with  her 
state volunteer award 

 

SAVE MONEY by   
using RSVP  

Volunteer Groups  
 

-We can fold, stuff, seal, label, 

zip and bundle for bulk mail. 

-We can prepare conference  

�I�R�O�G�H�U�V���D�Q�G���S�D�F�N���´�J�R�R�G�\���E�D�J�V�µ�� 
 

Set a date for that next newsletter 

or other project.  

The RSVP Project Room is located 

at 5756 East 31st Street 

(Between Sheridan and Yale on the 
south side)  

Call Diana at 280-8656 for details 

or email diana@rsvptulsa.org 

 


