
· The payment is auto-
matic; and 

There are no requests to 
make, no applications to 
complete, no emails to 
respond to and no fees to 
pay, no help required to 
obtain the payment. 

Social Security has an 
Office of the Inspector 
General (OIG) that will 
investigate allegations of 
fraud, including circum-
stances where scammers 
attempt to intercept a 
beneficiary's one-time 
economic recovery pay-
ment. Please inform your 
clients about this latest 
scam and tell them to 
report such activity to 
Social Security's OIG at 
www.socialsecurity.gov/
oig or by calling the 
fraud hotline at 1-800-
269-0271 between the 
hours of 10:00 a.m. and 
4:00 p.m. EST.  

The American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act of 
2009 provides this one-
time payment of $250 to 
adult Social Security 
beneficiaries and to SSI 
recipients, except those 
receiving Medicaid in 
care facilities. To receive 
the payment, the individ-
ual must be eligible for 
Social Security or SSI 
during the months of No-

vember 2008, December 
2008, or January 2009. 

The legislation also pro-
vides for a one-time pay-
ment to Veterans Affairs 
(VA) and Railroad Retire-
ment Board (RRB) benefi-
ciaries. The VA and RRB 
will be responsible for pay-
ing individuals under their 
respective programs. How-
ever, if someone receives 
Social Security and SSI, 
VA, or RRB benefits, only 
one $250 payment will be 
received. 

The Social Security Ad-
ministration (SSA) urges 
those who receive Social 
Security and SSI to refrain 
from calling about the pay-
ment unless the benefit is 
not received by June 4.  

There are a number of edu-
cational resources you can 
use to learn the facts and 
prepare for I&R questions.  
Log onto the Social Secu-
rity Administration’s web-
site, 
http://www.ssa.gov/payme
nt/ to find the Social Secu-
rity Economic Recovery 
One-Time Payments Infor-
mation Page.  There you 
will find frequently asked 
questions, a training video, 
scam alert, factsheet and a 
brochure that can be or-
dered by sending an e-mail 
to oea.net.post@ssa.gov. 
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The Social Security Ad-
ministration informed na-
tional aging advocates here 
in Washington of a number 
of tools and a fraud alert to 
help consumers and infor-
mation specialists under-
stand the one time eco-
nomic stimulus payment.   

Information and Referral 
Programs across the nation 
should expect and plan for 
heightened call volume 
during April and May, as 
the federal government 
gears up to distribute $250 
economic recovery pay-
ments to more than 50 mil-
lion people who receive 
Social Security and Sup-
plemental Security Income 
(SSI) benefits.   

Not only is I&R call vol-
ume expected to increase, 
but be prepared for scams 
that may occur.  Social Se-
curity can use the support 
of I&Rs across the nation 
to help consumers not to 
fall victim to scams. To 
reduce the likelihood of 
scams, focus on the follow-
ing three facts: 

· All Social Security and 
SSI beneficiaries who are 
eligible for the special one-
time recovery payment will 
have their payment issued 
in May; 
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Marke Crouch, pictured here teaching 
girls at Gilcrease Middle School to cro-
chet, left her position at Up With Trees 
and almost immediately found her way 
to RSVP.  Her second love, yarn craft-
ing, found the perfect home with the 
RSVP Knittin’ Kittens and f.a.c.e.s. 
Hope Blossoms projects.  Since 2008, 
Marke has crocheted and donated over 
1,500 Hope Blossom for domestic vio-
lence survivors at the Family Safety 
Center.  
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use oxygen tanks to breathe and two 
more, at least, who use walkers to 
safely get around. 

 
RSVP attracts volunteers from many 
geographic areas and cultural back-
grounds.  Just for fun, we did a sur-
vey; listed below are RSVP members 
listed with their areas of origin:  
Airport Ambassadors : 

Ricardo Gomez – Venezuela   
Helen Altegoer—Germany   
Doris Gallagher—Germany 
Grace & Won Park—Korea 
Rudy de Bruin—Holland  

Knittin’ Kittens : 

Betty Foster—England 
Marke Crouch—Finland 
Susan Erwin—England 
Willy Vandenborn—Holland 
Evelyn Browning—Scotland 
Doris Wicks—Germany 
Court Watch: 
Eleanor Emarthle—100% Indian and 
Indian school-raised 
Grandfriends:  
Beth Cassidy 
Other:  
Tad & Jo Najita– Phillipines 
Mary Ann Yarbrough—Germany  

As well, RSVP counts among mem-
bers two volunteers who are legally 
blind.  One non-seeing volunteer is 
just beginning the Court Watch pro-
gram.  

Many senior volunteers continue to 
volunteer and serve even as they live 
with varying degrees of physical ca-
pacity.  I can think of two people who  
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One in three people over age 65 will 

fall this year. “Stumbles, Bumbles 
and Belly Flops” is an informational 
program that will provide fall preven-
tion steps to take in your home. You 
will learn how to get up safely if you 

have fallen and how to summon help.  
Sandra Goodson-Golden with Visit-

ing Nurse Association will be at 
RSVP at 10am on Thurs, June 25  
to share information. Please call us 

at 280-8656 to reserve a seat. 
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11am to conduct intake interviews 
and fill out provided forms. If you can 
help one or more days, please call 
RSVP immediately. Location is 102 N. 
Denver. 

Neighbor For Neighbor  seeks volun-
teers for the following areas: Medical 
Clinic (any retired medical practitioner 
from doctors to nurses, pharmacy 
techs, dentists, and dental assis-
tants), receptionists, clerical support 
and in the Art Studio. Art Studio vol-
unteers make ceramics, jewelry, and 
quilts or other crafts to be sold to 
benefit Neighbor For Neighbor. All 
supplies are provided. Location is 505 
E. 36th Street North. The Art Studio is 
open M-Th, 9–4pm. Other volunteers 
may be needed M-Th, 9am– 8pm, so 
volunteers can be flexible with their 
service time. 
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OSU Medical Center  is has several 
volunteer openings. If you could serve 
as a friendly visitor to patients who do 
not have any family, you would really 
brighten their day. Other areas that 
need volunteers: Patient Advocacy, 
Patient Admitting, and the Info Desk.  
 

Show off your rocking skills by rocking 
precious babies at Oklahoma Life 
Skills  at 4921 S. Yorktown Suite 013. 
Or, if you like to cook, agree to help in 
the kitchen to prepare basic lunches 
for the kids. This is a daycare campus 
for loving kids with developmental or 
physical challenges.  
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Up With Trees  has volunteer oppor-
tunities for woodworking, painting and 
staining and will accommodate any 
days and times needs that a volunteer 
has.  And they are provide coffee and 
donuts for morning volunteers! Work-
shop is located in their new location at 
1102 S. Boston.  
 
Are you interested in conservation 
and ecology? Volunteer at one of 
many events this year with the Tulsa 
County Conservation District .  Up-
coming events include: 2009 Water 
Festival and the Crow Creek Water 
Festival (Sept 2009), or you may 
serve on a sub-committee. There are  
many events and many ways to serve 
if conservation is your passion! 
 
Volunteers with soft hearts for ani-
mals and have room to foster a cat or 
dog are needed. Believe it or not, 
tough economic times cause some to 
abandon their animals to the streets. 

Animal Rescue Foundation  is caring 
for as many homeless animals as 
possible while working to have each 
animal adopted. You can help with 
your short term care. 
 

 
Talking to strangers is encouraged at 
the Oklahoma Welcome Center ! 
Friendly volunteers are needed imme-
diately to assist travelers when they 
stop at the Center for directions and 
info. Shifts are open daily except for 
Wednesday.  
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Please share your newsletter with another  
55+ who may not know about the benefits of  

RSVP free membership. 
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