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Lead. Inspire. Change the World. Again.

“We Connect Volunteers to Community Needs”

MENTORS HELP KIDS ACHIEVE THEIR DREAMS

ONE-TIME VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES:

Salvation Army needs a
Christmas Assistance Special-
ist in August. Yes, it takes a
lot of planning for their annual
gift donations program. Your
help is needed from 8/15 — 9/1
at the warehouse at 924 S.
Hudson Ave. Shifts are 9am-
noon, or noon-3pm to explain
about the program to families
who come to apply for holiday
gifts. Training and lunch is
provided. No A/C, but lots of
fans.

Campfire USA wants 4 volun-
teer seamstresses to make
kids vests from the delivery of
fabric bolts to arrive soon. All
materials are provided. Vests
are needed by mid-August, so
you can set your own sched-
ule. Call Gary Ann at RSVP!

Gatesway Balloon Festival
is August 4-8 at Will Rogers
Downs in Claremore. Volun-
teers are needed: Balloon
Crew (active position to assist
the balloon pilot), Gatesway
Booth, Ground Operations,
Volunteer Check-In, Hospital-
ity Room. Most shifts are 3.5
hours. For complete shifts and
job info, email gary-
ann@rsvptulsa.org.

REGULARLY SCHEDULED
VOLUNTEER OPPS:

A volunteer who enjoys an
office atmosphere and helping
with mailing projects and other
clerical duties is needed at the
MDA (Muscular Dystrophy
Association) office at 5840 S.
Memorial. You are needed
once a week for 3 hours. If
this position fits your schedule
and personality during this
busy time for MDA, please call

to sign up today!

St. Francis Hospital, 61°
and Yale, has volunteer
openings: Info desk Fri
12:30-4:30pm; gift shop 4-
8pm any weekday; Chil-
dren’s Hospital admitting;
Mon 7-11am; Children’s
Hospital Resource Library
Tu, Th, Fri, Sa or Su 10am-
2pm where children and
their parents can check out
movies, books, or use a

computer. Lunch is provided.

Hospitality House is a
home away from home for
families with loved ones
suffering a health crisis in a
local hospital. Volunteers
are needed to prep and
serve weekly meals for
guest; or be a day room
host. Training is provided
and a 3-hour/wk weekly shift
is requested. Call RSVP.

The Ronald McDonald
House at 61% /Hudson,
needs volunteers to answer
phones and check-in guests.
Assistance is needed any
day between 9-1 and 1-5:00.
Training is provided.

St. John Medical BA needs
you! If you have a warm
heart and like working with
people, then your smile is
needed at the Main Guest
Services Desk, either Sat or
Sun from 10a-2p. St. John
offers many volunteer bene-
fits, so apply now by going
online at www.sjmc.org, or
contact RSVP.

Neighbors Along the Line
at 5000 Charles Page Bivd.
needs medical professional
volunteers to serve unin-
sured patients at the
Neighbors Along the Line
Medical Clinic that is open

Mondays 5:30pm-7pm. You
are needed for one Monday
per month. Retired medical
providers, especially nurses
and also physicians and phar-
macy technicians, are needed.
To observe the clinic in action
prior to committing to this com-
munity volunteer need or for
info, contact RSVP.

Tulsa Nursing Center at
10912 E. 14" St, wants volun-
teers who will take the time to
visit and polish the nails of
female residents on Mondays
at 10:00 am. Some residents
have no family nor friends and
a friendly visit can lift a lonely
soul right up! If the day and
time doesn'’t fit into your sched-
ule, the time is flexible and
management will work with
you.

The Jenks Courtesy Patrol is
looking for you! The volunteers
on patrol are the Riverwalk
Crossing in Jenks and Okla-
homa Aquarium customer ser-
vice representatives who wel-
come guests and provide di-
rections and information to
visitors. If you have 3 hours a
week, can drive an electric
Wheego Whip (Google it!),
you’re friendly and tactful, can
recall details, and can walk or
stand, as needed, then you
are a candidate for this exciting
volunteer opportunity. Back-
ground check is required and
training is provided.
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Carol Shawn mentors chil-
dren because: “ feel like |
make a difference. | am the
child’s stability, someone
they can count on when
they need someone like
that. It is amazing to watch
the difference in a child
when they know they have
someone in their corner...
they just bloom. | am their
safety.”

Carol has been a mentor/
tutor at Lanier Elementary
for three years, also at
McKinley Elementary, and
she mentors an 8-year-old
girl with the Girl Scouts Be-
yond Bars program.

Each child in the Beyond
Bars program has a parent
who is incarcerated. Asa
mentor, you can help break
the cycle of family incar-
ceration by showing young-
sters that there is another
happier world available to
them. Help kids bloom.

For a full listing of
volunteer opportu-
nities, see
www.rsvptulsa.org
or contact Gary
Ann at 918-280-
8656 or garyann
@rsvptulsa.org to

RSVP

Appreciates
Your Support!
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VOLUNTEERS AT WORK There's No Place Like Home

A group of RSVP Court Watch volunteers (Hassieteen Peoples,

Diane Bostic, Narvelle Beard, and program director Sherry Clark) A little over a month has passed since ten
toured David L. Moss Criminal Justice Center in May, and were RSVP volunteers and other seniors and
guided through the facility by three gracious deputies. The activity advocates traveled to Oklahoma City to
was very beneficial for volunteers to better understand the law en- visit Oklahoma legislators to support the

forcement ' There’s No Place Like Home” Day at the
and judicial Capitol to support day, home, and com-
munity services.

processes
B > h
Y taﬁé;r?o Over 300 people made the trip and were
observe able to let Oklahoma legislators know how
and docu- important services are for seniors and
ment in people with disabilities who prefer to live

' at home and in their communities. Our
Tulsa County courtrooms. Contact Sherry at RSVP for information voice made a difference and helped stop

about volunteering in Court Watch or accompanying a volunteer to specific cuts to day, home, and commu-
Court time to observe. Thank you, Tulsa County Sheriff Deputies! nity services.

. RSVP volunteer JeanE Bailie took the trip
RSVP volunteer Patsy Reid, shown here to Oklahoma City and received this mes-

displaying some of her lovely handmade  ga56 from her Wagoner County District 18
creations, is a regular contributor of Hope  genator, Kim David:

Blossoms, hand-crafted yarn flowers, that
are donated to RSVP agency partners, the  "Dear Ms Bailie, thank you for your visit to
Family Safety Center and the District Attor- | the Capitol today. Please rest assured
ney Office. The Blossoms are gifted to vic-  that I will work hard for the Senior Citi-
tims of violent family crimes as a symbol of | zens of Oklahoma. God Bless!

hope and community support. Other Kim David 5/9/11"

= | RSVP volunteers who craft and donate

| Hope Blossoms are Iris Grayson, Katie
‘| Wilson,
Joyce

Call Betty at RSVP at 280-8656 for ticket information or to volunteer!

Gensler,
Linda Thornbury, Marke Crouch,
Margaret Lockhart, and Helen Par- —
rish. To date 2011, these volunteers .““.2" .  Honorary Chair,
have donated 1,158 Hope Blossoms. s € ShRron King Davis

Chair, Edward Rogers
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Celebrity Emcee,
Karen Keith

Live & Silent Auctions
Great Feod
Amazing Desserts

benefiting

GEORGE KAISER FAMILY FOUNDATION

Above, RSVP Grandfriend spends oty 5
smile time with students in her as- Hard Rock Hotel & Casino

signed classroom.
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O ©209 RSVP VOLUNTEERS MENTOR COMMUNITY YOUTH

RSVP volunteers

like to help chil-

dren. And from
feedback RSVP receives from
children and teachers, we learn
that children like receiving help
and caring and affection from
RSVP volunteers, too.

Pictured below is Alta Pollard who
servesin the RSVP Grandparent
PenPal Program in Wagoner Co.

The program includes students in
two third grade classes at Teague
Elementary in Wagoner. One ob-
jective is for students to learn the
art of communication through
written words; with so much tech-
nology, letter-writing is becoming
a thing of the past. The literacy
teacher advises that writing the
letters benefits students with
grammar, punctuation and sen-
tence structure practice, and
learning the process of verbalizing
a thought on paper. And all the
while they’re having fun getting
to know a senior grandparent vol-
unteer.

The RSVP volunteer grandparents
mentor through words of encour-
agement and experience and
write their letters from the comfort
of their homes. One especially
meaningful letter from the stu-
dents to the grandparents

Included a school photo of them-
selves. And some volunteers sent
back to the children photos of
themselves when they were in 3rd
grade.

Students and volunteers know one
another pretty well by the end of
the school year ice cream party in
May. The day of the party, stu-
dents started asking at 8:30 am
what time the grandparents were
going to be there. Each grand-
parent and student pen pal team
had their photo snapped and vol-
unteers received a magnetized
copy of the photo. Kids and sen-
jors are a good partnership!

For more info about the Grandparent
Penpal Program at Wagoner RSVP,
contact RSVP Wagoner at wagon-
errsvp@windstream.net or 918-485-8992.

If you are better suited to working
with older children, consider
spending one hour a week having
lunch with a student at a local ele-
mentary or middle school. Or be-
friend and mentor a middle- or
high-school student by visiting the
student at school, or working on
homework together. The mentor-
ing objective is to give positive
guidance and moral support to an
at-risk student who will be better
equipped to make good choices to
stay on the right track. In Tulsa,
there are hundreds of students
who ask for a consistent, caring
and supportive person in their
lives. An hour of your time each
week is what is required to be that
person. To make lasting impact on
a child and our community, call
RSVP today at 280-8656.

A number of the children have ab-
sent fathers and request men for
their mentors. Male Grandfriends
and other mentor position volun-
teers are needed.

RSVP volunteer Donna Coble is
shown with her mentoring student
at Grove Elementary in the after-
school GO Program. The Grove As-
sistant Principal advises:

“This little girl will cherish the
memories she has made with
Donna for many years. I’m not sure
people realize how important they
are in the life of a child.”

And Donna shares her thoughts:

“I am having so much fun! The kids
are finding that learning is fun.
They couldn't decide what | am
(other than " Miss Donna "): tutor,
mentor, etc., so we settled on
"Friend". Thanks for this opportu-
nity to make a
difference.”

Right,
Grandfriend
volunteer
having fun!
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IT’S ALL ABOUT You...

* From Paul Thomas,
Tulsa Public Schools Com-
munity School Coordina-
tor about the Kendall

@

gifted to victims of disaster as sym-
bols of hope and community support.

* RSVP volunteer Carol Shawn men-

Whittier Ele-
mentary School
“Knitting Club”:

“I believe the
RSVP Knittin'
Kittens have
had a wonder-
ful, significant
and unexpect-

tors Keiara, a student
at Lanier Elementary
School: “I think just
having someone

| spend some quality
)24 time with Keiara and
encouraging heris a
real plus in her life”.
From: Katie M. Scott,
School Counselor

edly positive

impact on our students at Kendall-
Whittier. Each student now has a new
skill they can take with them beyond
the walls of the school. They have
developed new relationships and also
learned to interact in a multi - age
setting and they continue to learn
new techniques. The students have
commented several times to me how
much they have enjoyed Knitting
Club and they are proud of their new
skills.”

Shown above are RSVP volunteers
Sharon Cardenas and Marke Crouch
who taught these Kendall Whittier
students to crochet. Marke guided
the children to create a poster for an
American Red Cross contest. In a col-
laborative spirit, she taught the Kend-
all-Whittier students to crochet
f.a.c.e.s. Hope Blossoms for their
poster with a theme of, “Keep Go-
ing.” The poster will go to a disaster
site and the Hope Blossoms will be

It is impossible
27

to lick your (94

N

elbow.

* From Carolyn Kusler, Wagoner
County Clerk about Jim Barnes, RSVP
Voices of Experience who volunteered
to facilitate citizen meetings in Wag-
oner County : “ Once again it has been
RSVP to the rescue. The citizens in the
unincorporated area surrounding Co-
weta were in danger of losing their fire
protection services which had hereto-
fore been provided by the City of Co-
weta. There was no mechanism for
the residents to gain info about the
problem or the possible solutions to
the problem. Hence the idea of facili-
tated meetings whereby all options
could be presented and the residents
could then determine which direction
to pursue. Jim Barnes listened atten-
tively, absorbed more information
than he could ever possibly want to
know about fire districts, put together
a powerful Power Point presentation
and hosted three meetings with af-
fected residents of Wagoner County.
While the “solution” has not yet mate-
rialized, at a minimum the residents
are aware that they have more op-
tions than one, and that considerable
thought needs to be given to the di-
rection they opt to take. | call that
success!”

RSVP Is For Volunteers

Grondfriends ore Loved

Spending time with 3 or 4 year olds
can be enlightening and fun. | saw
pure sunshine when a 3-year-old
came up to me and boldly asked,
“Have you got a name”?¢

There are fourteen Early Learning
Center sites around Tulsa, and
each location asks for RSVP
Grandfriends in their classrooms.
Volunteers are wanted for three
hours one time a week to make a
positive difference in the lives of
pre-schoolers who love their
Grandfriends.

Depending on which site you
choose, you may find yourself
rocking babies or playing or read-
ing to 3 -4-year- old toddlers. As a
Grandfriend, volunteers assist the
classroom teacher with morning

activities, which may be reading a
story or working on a craft or learn-
ing numbers and letters. It is a new
experience each week and you
never know what enlightening and
humorous words are going to
come from the children’s mouths.
One thing is certain, however;
every child loves Grandfriend at-
tention and your arrival will be-
come the highlight of their week.

RSVP volunteer Jeanne Thoms,
above, loves being a Grandfriend.
She says, “If you are refired and
like children and want something
meaningful to brighten
your day, becoming a
Grandfriend will meet
your need!”

-
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Make new friends, but

Welcome to New Volunteers!

Marlita Stevenson, Millie O'Dell, An-
nette Paliotta, Jenny Hammons,
Barbara and Pete Resz, Judy
Faulkenberry, Pat Polumbus, Pratip
Bandyopadhyay, Robyn Wildey,
Mary Chappell, Patricia Jones, Bill
Bailey, Jaqualyn Moss, Jeannette

keep_

the  ald, One 15 sl -

Barnett, Michael Jackson, Dr.
Marilyn Troupe, Jeri Franklin, Mary-
belle Franklin, Linda Haley, Julie
Atteberry, Jewel Naufel

We will miss:

Deidre Ellis, deceased 6-30-2011
Gerry Hinkle, deceased 6-31-2011

=

vier and the ath - er gold

The RSVP Member Referral Con-
test has resulted, to date, in thirty
new volunteers referred to RSVP
and connected to a volunteer posi-
tion. That's twenty-nine seniors
helping our community and them-
selves stay healthier and happier!
The drawing for $40 gift cards for
those members making the referrals

year ' s Vol unteer

/| i nes!

Carry your
unteer work and fow to contact KSWP at 518-780-8 6 5 6

Say, RSV Volunteers! Remember those great blue & white RSVP bags you each received at last
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will take place at the October 2011
Volunteer Recognition Event, date
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www.ok.gov/wagonercounty/ - I'd
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like you to look at this website and
tell me what you think about the
information provided and the ease
of finding it. Personally, I
especially enjoyed reading
the History of Wagoner
County from 1906-2007,
found at www.ok.gov/
wagonercounty/

About Wagoner County/
History of Wagoner
County/index.html.

Pictured at right are Carolyn
Kusler, Wagoner County
Court Clerk, Dean Atte-
berry, RSVP Tulsa volun-
teer, and Amanda Rotert,
Wagoner County Land Re-
cords and Webmaster, launching
the new website together.

RSVP Tulsa received an inquiry
from Ms. Kusler last December
regarding the possibility of an
RSVP volunteer helping to develop
a new website for Wagoner
County. Wagoner County Clerk’s
Office became an RSVP partner

VOLUNTEERS: D

EAN ATTEBERRY

agency, Dean was referred from
RSVP Tulsa to Carolyn in Janu-
ary, and they agreed that a
match was made. Dean was ex-
cited to take on this important

and challenging project though
he had no experience with the
software and a basic introduction
to website development. Dean
does, however, have technology
experience after retiring from
many years as a technology pro-
fessional with Deloitte.

by Sherry Clark

The website development began
in January. Through May when
the new website was launched,
Dean had logged 180 service
hours. Carolyn reports:

“Without Dean’s help, we
= vwould not have progressed
as quickly in putting the

| website together. His exper-
& rise reduced our learning

| curve and his involvement
"\ enabled us to offer assis-

| tance to the other depart-

| ments within the County in
getting their content on
line. I am very grateful to
RSVP for providing such a
valuable resource to us.”

=

Dean became an RSVP
member at the end of 2009 and
began his RSVP volunteer service
with the RSVP Power Up! Plus+
collaborative project with Re-
demption Ministries where he
teaches computer job skills to non
-violent re-integrating prisoners.
He continues in this position.

Thank you, Dean!
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BENEFITS CHECK-UP

benefits for which they may
http://www.centerforbenefits.org/  be eligible; and generating

and disseminating new

knowledge about  best prac-
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